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PREFACE 


g AV ING lived in Holland about ſixteen 
Years, I had there the Honour to be ac- 
quainted with the late Honnurable Henry 
Booth, Eſq; Brother to the preſent Earl 

| of Warrington 3 in conjunction with 
whom I ſet my ſelf to enquire into the Woollen Manu- 
facture Trade, and we ſpared no Pains nor Coſt to get 
a thorough Information therein ; which coſt us ſome hun- 
gred Pounds. 


Mae ſoon found, that the firſt and principal Cauſe of 
| the Decay of our Woollen Manufactures, was owing 

to the Smugling Wool from England, but eſpecially 
from Ireland. 4 


We took all poſſible Methods for our Information; and 
having gained ſome Knowledge therein, Ibaving occaſion 
to write to my good Friend Mr. C. L. at Dover about 
ſome other Buſineſs, binted to him what I bad un- 
dertaken, and my Reſolution to ſearch into this Myſtery 
of Iniquity, the Smugling of Wool; not imagining 
be would communicate it to any other Perſon : but be 


baving occaſion to write to the then Poſtmaſter General, 
8 A 2 incloſed 


- * % * 


incloſed my Letter to him, who laid it before his Honour. 
able Brother 1, *who approving my Deſign, deſired bim 10 
order his Friend to encourage me to uſe all poſſible In- 
duſtry thoroughly to inform my ſelf, with a Promiſe of a 
ſufficient Reward ; which I purſued with the utmoſt In- 
duſtry. 


After which, I ſet my ſelf to conſider if Icould not think 
of a Remedy to prevent this growing Evil; and in the 
Year 1724, 1 drew-up the Scheme according to what 
you find in the following Papers. 7 


T ſtill purſued my Enquiries into the Woollen Manu- 
factures, not only in England, but in all other Coun- 
tries, eſpecially thoſe who were become our Rivals in 
foreign Markets; and by converſing not only with my 
Counirymen, but Foreigners of ſeveral Nations, I ga- 
thered the Materials for the following Papers. 


This Scheme has been more than once communicated 
to Perſons of Honour, and a Copy of the whole has 
lain in the Hands of a Noble Lord for above a Twelve- 
month; but, I ſuppoſe, the more arduous Affairs in 
which they were engaged, prevented their maturely con- 
ſidering it. This occaſioned its lying dormant ſo long; 
but having communicated it to ſome Perſons, who are 
proper Fudges, 1 was perſuaded to make it publick. 


As io ibe Facts contained in it, I had all the Reaſon 
in the World to believe them to be true, having had them 
from Perſons, not only Merchants, but Manufacturers, 
who had travelled into. foreign Countries; ſome of whom 
bavingdeen driven from home by the Severity of our Laws, 
had been forced to work among them; and their Teſti- 


monies generally concurring, I took it to be a ſufficient 
Proof of the Truth. | 
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In all my Enquiries I took Minutes of the Perſons 
fromwhom I received my Information, the Time when, 
and Place where I had it from them ; ſo that I did not 
truſt my Memory with any Particular. | 


Men I firſt undertook this Affair, I did not propoſe 
to my ſelf any Advantage, having no occaſion, being 
then in flouriſhing Circumſtances ; my only Aim beiug 
10 do ſervice to my Country. 


Having lived fo long in Holland, among a People fo 
remarkably knowing in Trade, I could not but obſerve 
how readily they catched at every Thing they appre- 
hended to be of any Advantage to them, and how care- 
ful they were to cultivate it: I alſo could not but take no- 
tice with what readineſs the Magiſtrates, in the ſeveral 
Towns and Cities, hearkened to any Propoſal for the 
\ ſetting up any particular Buſineſs among them z and I 
have known, that large Sums of publick Money have 
been lent out, free of Intereſt, on ſuch Occaſions, be- 
fedes many other Advantages. 


What Manufafories they have, are encouraged as 
much as poſſibly they can; and it's a common practice with 
the Magiſtrates, when any Thing * to them, 
to conſult with Merchants, or any Tradeſmen capable 
of giving Advice therein. 


Their Woollen Manufaitures, of late, are become 
very conſiderable. Moſt of the Inhabitants of Leyden 
(and Places adjacent) in which Place are upward of One 
bundred thouſand Perſons, are employed in the Woollen 
Manufactures; and their Trade encreaſes daily, ſince 
their Smugling of Wool from [reland, which is 
brought to them not in ſmall Parcels, but, to my certain 


Knowledge, by whole Ship-loadings, and ſome of them 
go 
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of One hundred Tons Burden ; with which Woo! 
they make Goods to ſerve foreign Markets; a Thing 
that deſerves the Conſideration of our Legiſlators. 


There is no Nation under Heaven, that has the Ad- 
vantage that we have in this Branch of Trade; our 
Wool is a peculiar Bleſſing, aſſigned by Providence to 
us only, and of which we are capable of making very 
great Advantage to all our People. 


That this beſt and moſt valuable Branch of our 
Trade is gotten to a lower Ebb than ever, the whole 
Nation is ſenſible of; and that it is in our own Power 
to retrieve it, is a moſt certain Truth: and 1 ſhould 
not ſcruple to ſay, that that Engliſhman that would 
obſtruct ſo laudable an Undertaking, might juſtiy be 
eſteemed an Enemy to his Country, and is unworthy of 
the Privileges of an Engliſhman. 


It is acknowledged by all Nations, that the People of 
England, eſpecially the Manufacturers, are an inge- 
nious People, and can improve any Thing that they 
come to the Knowledge of ; and our Merchants under- 
ſtand Trade as well as the People of other Nations. 


And it is heartily to be wiſhed, that Gentlemen who 
are induſtrious to get Seats in Parliament, would in- 
form themſelves more in every Branch of Trade: this 
would conduce to the general Advantage of all their 
Countrymen; but this is what Gentlemen too much neg- 
left : If in their Travels they would condeſcend to make 
Enquiries into the Trade, eſpecially of all Manufactures, 
in all Countries they paſs through, this would be of more 
real Service to their Country than can be imagined. 


England is capable of being the happieſt People 


in the World; and we ſhould be ſo, was it not for 
our 
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our Party-ſtrifes : could we but unite in 3 
Trade, and would we but conſider the proper Methods 
for it, and proſecute them, we might make our ſelves 
as great as we pleaſed. | TP 


We certainly are capable of forcing a Trade with ſe- 
veral of our neigbbouring Nations. For Inſtance ; 


The King of Denmark bath prohibited our Woollen 
Manufactures coming into his Countries; was the Duty 
on Deals doubled, and a Bounty given on Deals from 
New-England, th? Danes muſt comply with us in 
taking our Woollen Goods. | 


We have not the like Advantage of the Swedes, un- 


leſs we would give ſuitable Encouragement to the diging 
our Mines m America. | 


Our Sugar and Tobacco Trades are nothing near ſo 
profitable as they have been; but we are capable of 
making them much more advantagious than they now 
are. 


Ja Duty of One peter per Pound more was laid 
on all Sugars imported, and a Bounty of Two-pence per 
Pound was given on all Sugars re-exported, this would 
enable us to beat the French out of their Trade ; whereas 
now they have almoſt beaten us out of it, by underſelling 
us at foreign Markets. | 55 


And was there a Duty of Two-pence per Pound 
laid on all Refined Sugars, this would more than make 
good the Bounty on Brown Sugars re-exported, and 
would in ſome meaſure cure us of our Luxury in con- 
fuming ſo much at home, which is vaſtly beyond what it 
formerly was, DE 5 | 


And 


And was there One: penny mare per Pound laid on 
all Tobacco imported, and Two-pence per Pound 
on all re-exported (mare, or above the preſent Draws 
back) this Penny per Pound additional Duty on the 
whole imported, would more than make good the 
Bounty ſo given. 


It would alſo diſcourage other Nations planting To- 
bacco, pariicularly Holland; where, in the Province of 
Ucrecht, great Dpaxtitie grow, whichis ſold very cheap. 


The Glaſs Trade is grown very bad of late; this 
might eaſily be remedied by prohibiting Coals going 10 
Holland, Flanders, &c. for without our Coals they 
cannot make Glaſi-Botiles, &c. and our Conſumption 
of Coals at home would be encreaſed by making a larger 
Quantity of Glaſs and Bottles here, even as much as is 
made abroad by the ſame Quantity of Coals ſent them 
for we ſhould ſerve thoſe very Markets with Glaſs and 
Bottles, which they naw ſerve. 


There are many other Things that we might ſerve our 
ſelves in, if we were diſpoſed ts conſider the Methods in 
which they might be done. 5 | 


It muſt be acknowledged that Ireland ought to be en. 
couraged, and ſo they are in their Linen Manufa- 
ctures, and deſerve to be ſo; and if a Duty of One- 
penny per Pound was laid on all manufactured Goods 
made of Wool there, and the whole Neat Produce 
thereof 10 be given as a Bounty on Linens exported 
from thence, i would further promote the Linen Ma- 
nufatture among ibem. 


As to their Moollen Manufactures, they are ſo vaſtly 
prejudicial to England, that more care ought io be 
raten to prevent the Exportation; for they drive a 


Y vaſt 
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vaſt Trade therein; particularly at Lisbon great Quan- 
tities of Camblets and other Stu are vended, to the 


unſpeakable Detriment of thoſe Manufactures made 
in Norwich, and other Parts of the Kingdom. 


And I was lately informed, great Quantities of Stuffs 
are exported from thence to many of our Plantations, 


IF the Iriſh, by a Law, were obliged to weave the 
Selvage of all their Woollen Goods of @ particular 
Colour, and proper Officers were appointed at foreign 
Markets, eſpecially our Plantations, to inſpect all Goods 
imported into them, they might thereby detect them in 
that Practice ſo detrimental zo the Engliſh Nation. 


Our Trade to Holland is nothing near ſo advantage- 
eus as we imagine. 


I know it has been a prevailing Opinion, that we 
receive from them a conſiderable Ballance of Trade : 
But if Gentlemen would but conſider more maturely our 
Trade with them, they would find that this is a vulgar 
Error; for the greateſt and moſt valuable Part of our 
Exports thither, are our Woollen Manufactures, 
and all that go thither, and the Money we receive for 
them, is put to the Dutch Account; whereas, in Truth, 
they do not conſume one eighth Part among themſelves ; 
the other ſeven Eighths go into Germany chiefly, and 
we, in Fact, receive the Money for them from the 
Germans, 


We make Holland the Key to Germany, and pay 
them a Toll of 3 per Cent. for Cuſtom on all Woollen 
Goods which paſs through their Country thither, beſides 
other Charges which are as much more z beſides which, 
they will not allow any dyed Goods to come into their 
Country, engroſſing the Dying and Dreſſing all deer 
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Goods to themſelves, though thoſe very Goods are to be 
fold in ſeveral Markets in Germany. 


Another main Article which we export thither, is 
Malt ; and about four Years ago they laid an additional 
Duty thereon, from three Gilders three Sitvers, to five 
Gilders per Laſt: Beſides, the Duty of Exciſe, &c. is 
one Gilder eleven Stivers ; which, with other Charges, is 
about one ſixth Part of the whole Value as it's now ſold. 


Surely, if proper Application was made, this might be 
remedied. I am ſure, when they ſolicited us, in King 
William's Time, io take off Tawo-pence per Ell on their 
Hollands Linen, we readily conſented to it; and I 
think they are under equal, i not greater Obligations to 
oblige us, 2 


The Quantity of Wainſcot- Boards we receive from 
them annually is very great, and it is a prodigious deal 
of Money they earn in ſawing them : Was the Duty on 
them doubled, and the German Oak imported in Blocks 
to be ſawn here, it would afford a vaſt Employment to 
our labouring People; eſpecially at this Time, when there 
are ſuch vaſt Numbers of them unemployed. 


F any ſhould object againſt laying a Tax on Wool, be- 
cauſe the Burden of Taxes, which are already laid on 
the Subjects, are ſo great; the Anſwer I would return 
to thoſe Gentlemen, ſhould be this : 


This Tax would be far from being a Burden, for it 
would give Life to all Trades among us; and if any 
conſiderable Profit ſhould accrue by it to the Nation, it 
might be applyed to the leſſening the national Debt; or, 
at leaſt, to the eaſing the Landed-Intereſt, who have 
born ihe greateſt Burden ſince the Revolution. 


1 
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It muſt be confeſſed, the Taxes in England are great; 
but what are they to what is paid in other Nations? 


In Holland they are vaſily above us; for, beſides 
the Land-Tax, which is very conſiderable, the Exciſe 
they pay is very heavy upon the Subject: For, 


All the Duties on Firing, is as much as the Firing 
coſt ; the Tax on Fleſh is 20 per Cent. on Butter 
14 per Cent. on Corn about as much as the Corn 
colt when it*s at the Price it now ſells for ; on Beer 
above 60 per Cent. on Wine above 40 Shillings per 
Hog ſbead, for what is drank in the Burghers Houſes; 
beſides, for Coffee, Tea, Chocolate, Soap and Salt, above 
3 Pounds per Annum, for every Burgher of any Note, 


J really think, that the one half of the Charges in 
Houſe-keeping there, is Taxes ; which vaſtly exceed all 
that we pay : but the Encouragement which they give to 
Trade, makes amends for all ; and the generality of the 
People get Money. 


J am of Opinion, that one great Deſign in their Exciſe 
on every Thing, is to curb the Luxury of their People; 
and was we to follow their Example, eſpecially in thoſe 
Things which we might be more ſparing in, or be with- 
out, the Nation would find their Intereſt in it. 


I have only one Thing more to offer relating lo 
 Smugling in general; and that is, humbly to propoſe a 
Method, which, I apprehend, would put an effeftual 
Stop to it; and that is, 


Fall Goods ſmugled, were, after the Condemnation, 
viz. dry Goods, Tea, Coffee, Spice, Linens, Threads, 
Tapes, &c. to be publickly burnt ; and all Liquors 
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to be ſtaved into the River; and the Smuglers proſe- 
cyted for treble the Value, one Half to the Informer, and 
the other Half to the Officer. 


My Reaſons for it are: All our Laws to prevent 
Smugling, are deſigned to encourage the Fair-Trader z 
now let the Penalty be what it will, | 


Yet, as theſe ſmugled Goods are ſold out of the Cuſtom- 
houſe, they encreaſe the Quantity imported, and that 
Encreaſe of the Quantity of any Commodity, will in- 
fluence he Price, and will oblige the Fair-Trader to 
fell his Goods for a leſſer Profit than he really can af- 
ford them at; for this is a certain Maxim in Trade, 
that Quantity and Demand governs the Price; if 
the Quantity be too much for the Demand, at any Mar- 
ket, the Price mu(t unavoidably be low, and very often 


Goods are then ſold to laß. 


But, if the Quantity of Goods, at any Market, is 
moderate, and agreeable to the Demand at that Mar- 
ket, bey will yield a tolerable Price, with ſome Profit 
to the Seller, 5 


Thus have delivered my Sentiments in the plaineſt 
Manner I could, deſigning only the Welfare of my Coun- 
ry; and if what I have ſaid, will give any Hints to 
Perſons beiter qualified for ſuch an Underlaking, it will 
be a great Satisfaction to their 


Humble Servant, 


B. V. 
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CONSIDERED. 


e would be the greateſt Bleſſing 
do the Britih Nation, if every 
=> Member of it, from the Highett 
to the Loweſt, did heartily con- 
tribute his utmoſt Endeavours for 
the Good of the Whole. 

Were our Party Strifes and Contentions laid 
aſide, and our Zeal exerted in promoting the ge- 
neral Intereſt of the Nation, we could not fail to 
be a flouriſhing and a formidable People ; by ſuch 
Methods we might make the Crown fit eaſy on 
the Head of our Glorious King GEORGE, the 
beſt of Princes, and enable him to hold the Ballance 
of Europe ; make him terrible to his Enemies, be- 
loved of his Friends, and courted by all the Neigh- 
bouring Powers, | 

And can we do it better, than by promoting the 
Trade and Commerce of the Nation, in the Advan- 
tages 
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tages of which, we all of us, more or leſs, have 
our Share. 

All I ſhall add by way of Apology is, That 
theſe are the Inducements which determine the Au- 
thor to publiſn the following Papers: For he him- 
ſelf has no ſpecial Share or Intereſt in the Moollen 
Manufafures ; but is animated purely by an ho- 
neſt Zeal, to contribute all he can to the Good of 
his Country, 

The Woollen Manufacture has, at all Times, 

ſince its firſt Riſe in this Kingdom, been thought 
the BASIS of our foreign Trade, and the firſt 
Spring of our Dealings abroad; and is what, by its 
Conſumption at home, as well as Exportation, evi- 
dently gives the greateſt Employment to the Poor 
of this Nation. 
The Woolley Manufacture is undoubtedly, both 
by Laws, and all other poſſible Methods, to be 
encouraged, eſpecially in its Exportation abroad; 
it being that, and not the Conſumption at home, 
that muſt bring the Profit to the Kingdom. 

But after all, I think that the beſt way of pro- 
moting the Woollen Manufactures, is, by wholſome 
and good Laws, contriving that they may be carry d 
on with as little Expence as poſſible, the only Me- 
thod of commanding foreign Markets, and promo- 
ting the real Gain of this Kingdom. | 
There have been many among us (theſe ſeveral 
Years paſt) of Opinion, That the entire Welfare 
of this Kingdom depends upon the- high Price of 
Wool, poſſibly, thinking thereby to advance their 
Renis; but this riſes from the Miſtake of thoſe 
who imagine that the true Value of Land is inde- 
pendent on the flouriſhing State of Trade : Whereas 
the one cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt without the other. 
For whatever ſome of our Gentry have imagin'd 
formerly, it is now no longer Matter of _— 

that 
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that all Countries in Europe have Wool already; 
that many have Moollen Manufaures, and others 
are capable of having them within themſelves : 
And as Wool is the Growth of other Countries as 
well as England, ſo we know that they neither 
want Art nor Materials for manufacturing it, 

And admitting the Wool of other Countries in 
Europe, is not ſo fit for Workmanſhip as ours; if 
our Manufactures be brought any ways to bear 
too high a Price, it may put ſome of thoſe Coun- 
tries upon the Induſtry of Manufacturing their 
own better, upon Frugality, and contenting them- 
ſelves with what they make at home, and upon 
ſending to, and ſupplying other Markets : It may 
alſo occaſion other Countries to ſet up new Manufa- 
Etures, which we have already many Inſtances of. 

Therefore nothing can make this Commodity ſo 
beneficial as to enrich Great-Britain, and ought to 
be ſo much our Care and Concern, as to have 
the Woollen Manufacture so CHEAP, as that 
great Quantities may be exported ; and at ſuch a 
Rate, as that we may be able to unNDERSELL all 
Nations, and thereby diſcourage all People from 
ſetting it up. 

We are told, by ſeveral ingenious Authors, 
that the Value of Wool hr in England, amounts 
annually to — —— — 2,000,000 l, 

The Manufacturing whereof is 
computed atpa ) ꝓ⁵ - — 6,000,000 
And of this eigbt Millions, there is at leaſt two 
Millions of Woollen Manufaftures annually exported 
to foreign Countries, and the reſt conſumed among 
our ſelves, or remaining as Stock in hand. | 

This Computation was made above 40 Years 
ago; and the Export of the whole Value rated 
thereby at iwo Millions, | 


The 
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The Encreaſe of our Trade, and Export of our 
Woollen Manufactures ſince, is prodigious, the 
ſame amounting, in the Year 1719. to 3,500,000/. 
by which we may judge of the Augmentation of the 
Growth of our Wool, and the Enlargement of our 
Stock in Woollen Manufactures, which muſt be al- 
fo encreaſed in Proportion. 

According to this Eſtimation of Woollen Goods 
exported, which is ſaid to be 3,500,000 l. 

If we reckon the Wool, as ſhorn, or from the 
Sheeps Back, at one fifth Part of the Value of the 


feveral Species of Woollen Goods one with another, 


then the + Part of 3,500,000 l. worth 

Exported, is — 
Now, 323,600,000 Ib. of Wool which 

is exported, reckoning it at 5d. per lb. 

as Shorn, comes to juſt — 700,000 


700,000 l. 


And if we reckon there is growing in England, 


96, ooo, ooo Ib. of Wool, and value it at 5d. per 
Pound one with another ; the whole Growth will 
amount to two Millions of Pounds Sterling, as is 
above eſtimated. 

So that by the aforeſaid Eſtimation, we ſee what 
the whole Quantity is, that grows annually in Eng- 
land: And alſo, the Quantity of Wool wrought up, 
or manufaitured and EXPORTED. | 

Only we muſt note, that of the 33,600,000 lb. 
of Wool exported, + Part is waſted 
in manufacturing; which (being 
deduted) i... 6,720,000 


I 1 


So that the Neat Weight of 

Goods Exported, is — 26,880,000 
It is certain, no Country in Europe manufactures 
all Kind of Goods ſo dear as the People of his 
Kingdom ; which gives other Nations a vaſt Ad- 
| vantage 
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vantage in carrying their Manufactures to Market, 
and enabling them to become, though not proba- 
bly in the Goodneſs, yet in the Cheapneſs of them, 
our RIVALS in TRADE toalmoſt all Countries. 

The common People, in a neighbouring Coun- 
try, in moſt Provinces, live upon Roots, Cab- 
bage and other Herbage ; and the beſt 'of them 
eat Bread made of Barley, Millet, Turkey and 
black Corn, called by ſome, Buck-Wheat; and 
they have not more. than half the Price a Day for 
their Labour, that is given the common People of 
Great-Britain. _ ; 1 | 

And in Holland, the Woollen Manufacturers 

(who alſo fare very hardly) have ſcarce two 
Thirds of the Wages we give ours. 
We will ſuppoſe the firſt mentioned Country, 
to whom, as Mr. Hains ſaith, in his Treatiſe, in- 
titled, Britain's Glory, &c. there are fifty Thouſand 
Packs of Wool 8 from England and Ireland 
annually z I ſay, we will ſuppoſe they make Stuffs 
all of our Wool, and give for it double the Price our 
Manufacturers give here; yet they can underſell us 
20 per Cent. * 

To prove this, Suppoſe they were to make a 
Piece of Mock-Callimanco, (a Specie in which the 
manufacturing Part is as little as in any Stuffs we 
make) this Piece of Mock-Callimanco would weigh 
about 8 BB. when delivered to the Merchant; but 
the Wool, of which it was made, weighed from 
the Sheeps Back about 10 1 1b. 

Suppoſe this Sort of Wool (for there are many 
Sorts of different Prizes, in the ſame Fleece) coſt 
an Engliſbman 7 d. per lb. 
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This comes to about :.: 0 6 o 
Now the Manufacturing in England, ' 

comes to about .. x 4 0 


— 


1 10 0 
At this Price they were ſome time ſince ſold. 


; Y 

Now, ſuppoſe a Foreigner give for 

10 3 B. of this ſame Wool, 11 fa 

which comes LO —mooons — 0 12 O 

The Manufacturer has but half what 

ours in England have which is but 0 12 © 
; 1 

es Gi 


So that they can make hi fix Shillings, which is 
20 per Cent. cheaper than we can, though they pay 
double the Price for our Wool. ie 
And this agrees with what all our Merchants, 
who have liv'd abroad, have generally aſſerted; 
That the French, though their Goods do not come 


up to that Goodneſs that ours are of, yet they have 


1 


a vaſt Demand for them, only becauſe they ſell 


them 20 per Cent. cheaper than we do, or can do. 
As a Part of the Reaſon hereof, the French 
have large Quantities of Wool of their own 
Growth, which is coarſe and ordinary, and con- 
ſequently ſells at a very mean Price: k NY 
ut mixing half our 1rj/þ Wool with their own, 
the Materials, in the Whole, come cheap; which is 
one Reaſon of their underſelling uuns. 
I might boldly affirm, That generally the 
mix but one Pound of our Wool with three Pounds 
of their own And without our Wool to mix with 
theirs, they cannot make Cloth far almoſt any 
Market in Europe, But 
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But before I proceed farther, it will be neceſſa- 

to give ſome (at leaſt preſumptive) Proofs, 
3 1 do furniſpb Markets abroad with 
larger Quantities han we do; and this by noting 
e ſeveral Markets or Places where Woollen 
are ſold. 


And Firſt, France furniſhes the greateſt Part of 
the Country of Georgia, bordering upon Perſia, 
with coarſe and middling Cloths, much like our 
Narkſhire Cloths, Theſe are made in Provence, 
at Marſeilles, and Places adjacent, and are ſold to 
the Armenian Merchants at Conſtantinople. 

It is not ſo good as our Engliſʒh Cloth, being 
thinner and looſer; though in making it they mix 
ſome Exgliſs or Iriſh Wool with their own : But, 
as was aid, they ſell them 20 per Cent. cheaper 
than we can afford ours ; which makes the Demand 
for them ſo very great. 


Secondly, They ingroſs almoſt the whole Trade 
to. Old and New Spain, not only with coarſe and 
midaling Cloths for their Soldiery and the meaner Sort 
of People, but the Gentry alſo, with Camblets, 
ſome all FWorbed, and ſome partly Silk; beſides 
ſundry Sorts, of Stuffs, as Bays, Says, Sagathies, 
Serges, and Duroys, &c. 

[Theſe Stuffs are made at Liſſe, and Lyons, and 
Places adjacent. 


_ Thirdly, They ſerve the Turks in all their Domi- 
nions, with coarſe and middling Cloths, in much 
larger Quantities than we do; and for no other 
Reaſon, but becauſe they are one fifth Part cheaper 
than we can ſell ours for. I appeal to all our 


Merchants who deal to the Levant, for the Truth 
hereof, | 
C2 Fourthly, 
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Fourtbly, They ferve 1taly, Sicily, Naples, and 
ſome Parts of Germany, with abundance of Wool- 
len Goods; and of late, they have fold good 
Quantities even in Portugal. | | 

The Dutch are, of late, prodigioufty increaſed in 
their Woollen Manufactures. 

I was told, about four Years ſince, by a Gen- 
tleman, the moſt capable of knowing of any Man 
in Holland, That at Leyden, and thereabouts, they 
made annually, upwards of 100,000 Pieces of 
Broad- Cloth; each Piece containing 66 Dutch Ells, 
or 49 Engliſh Yards ; beſides vaſt Quantities of 
Stuffs, for which they are famous. 8 

Beſides which, they have great Quantities of 
Broad - Cloth from LTMBURG and Y ERVERS, 
where they are to be bought cheaper than the 
Dutch themſelves can make them. 3 

This Manufacture at Limburg, &c. was ſet up 
about 14 Years ago, by one of our Engliſh Ma- 
nufacturers of Stroud-Water ; his Name is Capie, 
who failing here, a Commiſſion of Bankrupr 
was taken out againſt him: He offered his Cre- 
ditors 10 5. in the Pound, which he ſaid was his all; 
but they refuſing it, he came off with what he 
could get, and joined in Company with one Mr. 
Clearmount, a French Merchant at Amſterdam, 
and fet up this Manufactory at Limburg, which 
is vaſtly increaſed of late. = . 

This is one Inſtance of the fatal Conſequences of 
the Folly and Cruelty of the Englifh, in forcing 
away our unfortunate Manufacturers, to the an- 
ſpeakable Prejudice of the Engliſh Natiun. 

Our Turkey Merchants are the beſt Judges what 
great Quantities of Woollen Goods the Dutch vend 
annually at Smyrna, &c. I might add allo, © 


What 
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What a prodigious Demand the King of Pruſ- 
ſia's Subjects have for ordinary Cloth to cloath the 
Muſcovite Army, and the meaner Sort of People 
there. 9 

This Trade we were once Maſters of; and can 
there be no Method found out to retrieve it? I 
had almoſt ſaid, I am ſure it can be done. 

By this Account, I think, no Man that under. 
ſtands Trade, but muſt agree with me; That fo- 
reign Nations vend abroad à much larger Quantity 
of Woollen Goods than we db. | 
As a farther Proof hereof: If we obſerve the 
Quantity of Wool growing in England, accord- 
ing to the Eſtimate before mentioned, which was 
Sir William Pettis's ; we don't export much more 
than one third Part of our own Growth; which is 
96,000,000 lb. of Wool: Now the other two Thirds 
muſt conſequently be conſumed at home; and can 
we imagine, but that all the forementioned Mar- 
kets, beſides many others not named, muſt take 
off, from Foreigners, more than four times as much 
as we ſend them? And if that won't be allowed 
of, ſurely there is ſent away annually, to all boſe 
Markets, much more than the People of England 
conſume. | 

From what has been ſaid, I can't forbear ob- 
ſerving, 


Firſt, That *tis evident to a Demonſtration, that 
our Neighbours can, and do underſell us. 


Secondly, That we are under an abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity to make our Goods as cheap as poſſibly we can, 
if we mean not to loſe all our foreign Trade, 


Thirdly, 


Thirdly, I would obſerve, That unleſs an ef- 
| feflual Stop be put to the Smugling of Wo. from 
England and Ireland, we are in the laſt Danger to 
loſe the greateſt Part of our foreign Trade; the fa- 

1 Conſequences of which we ſhall feel; and which 
ill bring a general Calamity upon the Nation. 

To prove thele Obſervations ; beſides what has 
been ſaid, I beg leave to add, 


Firſt, That if we conſider the foreign Demand 
that there is from the Turks in all their Domini- 
ons, from the whole Country of Georgia, from Old 
and New Spain, from Naples, Sicily, Portugal; and 
take in alſo a great Part of Germany and Muſcovia, 
and conſider what a vaſt Quantity of Wool is wrought 
up into Manufactures to fiepply. all theſe Markets ; 
yet England don't now, nor ever did manufacture 
above . 33,600,000 b. of rough Wool, which 
they exported; which, I think, can't poſſibly be 
above one tbird Part of the Quantity conſumed in 
foreign Markets. 2 5 


ndly, As a farther Proof of the firſt Obſer- 


Seco 
vation: 
The cheapneſs of Labour, as was before noted, 
being not above one Half of what we pay in Eug- 
land, is a ſufficient Proof that they can, and do un- 

aerſell s. | 8 
The Dutch, though they are a very frugal Peo- 
ple, yet they can't live ſo cheap as do their Neigh- 
bours in France; there being ſome Taxes which 
affect even the Poor among them (though herein 
they act with Caution, and indulge them in many 
Things, reckoning it good Policy ſo to do) they 
cannot therefore work ſo cheap as the French: 3 
this 
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this I know to be a Truth, having lived many 
Years among them, That all ſorts of Manufactu- 
rers have ſcarce two Thirds of what ours, in Exg- 
land, earn. But then, the Dutch have a prodigious 
Advantage of us in the Dying Trade; their Trade, 
4 great Part of it at leaſt, lies in Importing and 
Re-exporting, whereby they have made them- 
ſelves a Store-bouſe for all Europe. + Ou 
This often has occaſioned the leſs conſidering: 
Merchants, in other Countries, to reſort to Hal- 
land with all Sorts of Goods; and particularly, 
with Dying-S:uffs of all Sorts : And, when once 
they are imported, the Dutch know how to make 
their Advantage with their ready Money, by buy- 
ing at under Rates; by this Means, together wit 
others, they can, and do dye all their Goods chea- 


" 
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Der than we can. 3 

Beſides which, they ſaſfer no Cloths, or Stuffs, 
but white and mixed to come into their Countty, 
that they may dye them themſetves. N neg 
1 have been credibly informed, that they im- 
rt at Amſterdam, from Salisbury and Worcefter, 
o many white undreſſed Cloths, that the Dying and 
Dreſſing, in that City, amount to Three thouſand 
Pounds Sterling per Annum; with which Cloths, 
they pack up fix Pieces of their own to one of ours, 
and then ſell them all as Engliſh Cloths, to our great 
Prejudice. = : 

I prove the ſecond Obfervation, namely, That 
we are under an abſolute Neceflity to make our 
Goods as cheap as poſſible, by the following Reaſons: 


Firft, If we do not, we are like to loſe the 
greateft Part of our foreign Trade: For, 'tis na- 
tural for every Man to conſult his own Intereſt ; 
and every Man will buy, where he can have the be 
Pennyworths, Secondly, 


" 
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| Secondly, If by working cheaper, ſuppoſe it was 
but one eighth Part, we were enabled to ſell ſome- 
thing near in Price with our Neighbours, though 
not ſo cheap; as ours is better, we ſhould not fail 
of a good Demand: And if .bereby our Poor could 
be conſtantly employed, is it not much better, than 
fo earn a Shilling in a Week more, and be em- 
ployed ſcarce two Thirds of the Year? | 
And here, with humble Submiſſion, I would 
beg leave to ſuggeſt ſomething, which I appre- 
hend worthy the Conſideration of our Legiſla- 
tors, viz. 1 14 
That thoſe Taxes which bear hard upon the 
Poor might be eaſed; as particularly, the Duties 
on Soap and Candles. This bears hard on all our 
Manufacturers, a conſiderable Part of whoſe Work 
is done by Candle-light; and that of Soap is as 
heavy upon them : And conſidering how much the 
Price of their Labour is reduced, in this dead time 
of Trade, they really deſerve Pity and Compaſſion. 
It is the Opinion of ſome, who are thought to 
be good Judges, That had the Duty on Salt not 
only been continued, but augmented to 10 l. per 
Ton, it would have been a leſs Burden to the Peo- 
ple, eſpecially. on the labouring People, than the 
uty on Soap and Candles. «ER 
We know exactly what the Duty on Salt will 
produce, clear of all Charges; and if the Duty 
Bad been advanced to 101. per Ton, we know it 
would produce near double to what it ever did; 
for the Charges to the Officers would be no more 
than it was before, and the whole third Part advance, 
would be ſo much more Profit, or Addition to the 
Revenue. | | 
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This Tax was the moſt equal of any we have 
amongſt us; for here every Body pays according 
to what he conſumes. IF 

I may add, It was ſcarce ever thought a Bur- 
den on the Subjects, eſpecially the meaner Sort ; 
whereas the Duty on Candles and Soap is what 
has always been, by them, eſteemed a heavy 
Burden, of which they haye continually com- 
plained, 3 

But to come to the third Obſervation, viz. 
That unleſs an effectual Stop be put to the Smug- 
ling of Wool, we are in the laſt Danger of loſing the 
greateſt Part of our foreign Trade. 

And here I muſt obſerve, That there is @ cer- 
tain determinate Quantity of Wool wrought up into 
Manufactures, by ſeveral Nations, 10 ſerve foreign 
Markets withal; and that there 1s, and WILL. be a 
Demand for svcx a QuanTITY. | : 

I have noted who are the Makers, and where 
thoſe Goods are made, and to what Places ſent, and 
of what Wool they are made; and that is, gene- 
rally, of our own Wool from England or Ireland: 
And that by mixing it with THEIR Woot, they 
are capable of making Goods to ſupply thoſe Mar- 
kets which we do, or might ſerve: And that WI TRH- 
our our Wool, they could make few Goods to ſerve 
thoſe Markets withal. 5 
And I will add, That, to my certain Know- 
ledge, the Smugling of Wool is a growing Trade. 

There is one City in Holland, and that not the 
greateſt, which, as I have been told, has but of 
late Years got into this Trade; who import, as tbem- 
ſelves have acknowledged, 50,000 l. Sterling worth 
of Fleece Wool from Ireland per Annum ; tho' I 
have reaſon to believe, they import double that Va- 


lue earl 0 
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And if this ſingle Place imports ſo much, what a 
Quantity muſt be imported into Amſterdam, Zea- 
land, Oſtend, and Newport, Ec. per Annum ? And 
it is remarkable, that as this Smugling of Wool en- 
creaſed, ſo our Norwich Stuffs have been perpetually 
droping in Price ever ſince, at leaſt 5 per Cent. per 
Annum, for tour or five Years together : This is 
too well known by the Manufacturers of that 
City. 

The Danger we are in of loſing the greateſt Part 
of our foreign Trade, if a Stop is not put to this 
pernicious Trade of Smugling of Wool, will appear, 
if we conſider the following Conſequences that have 
and will attend it. For, | 


Firſt, Hereby we have given an Opportunity to 
other Nations vaſtly to encourage their Woollen 
Manufactures ; which of late they have done. 

An Inſtance of which I will give, which I had 
from one that was a Servant to the famous Mr. 
Van Roba of Leyden, whom King Lewis the 14th 


of France (by the Advice of that great Miniſter 


Monſieur Colebert) hired to ſettle at Aberville, and 
there ſet up the Woollen Manufacture on the fol- 
lowing Conditions, viz. 

To build him a very large Houſe, with Work- 
houſes, like a ſmall Village, walled in. He gave 
him the liberty of his own Religion, within his 
own Walls, for himſelf and all his Domeſticks. 

He had, moreover, a Patent for 50 Years, to 

be the ſole Maker of fine Broad-Cloths in France. 
He paid no Duties in nor out for any Materials 
for his Trade; nor any Taxes whatſoever : And 
beſides this, the King gave him 50,0001, Sterling, 
as a Stock to trade withal. 


This 
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This Gentleman was living in the Year 1727, 
and then returned to Leyden, or thereabouts, ha- 
ving gained an immenſe Treaſure. He lived in 
France Forty-eight Years; and did then conti- 
nue the Buſineſs here in Company wich his Ne- 
phews. 

The French King was well apprized of what he 
did; for hereby his People took Encouragement 
to ſet up other Woollen Manufactures, which 
proved of vaſt Advantage, not only to the King, 
but to the French Nation in general: And it is well 
known, that that Monarch gave Encouragement 
not only to thoſe, but all ether Manufactures; 
particularly, to the Sik and Linen Manufa- 
ctures. 

And in ſhort, the Policy of France was in 
nothing more ſeen, than in encouraging the Ex- 
PORTATION of their own PRopucTs, both atu- 
ral and artificial ; for, hereby they annually gained 
a very great Ballance of Trade from all Nations 
they traded withal ; which added to their National 
Stock every Year, and enabled their King to make a 
Stand againſt ſo many powerful Nations for upwards 
of Forty Years. 

The Advantages of his People were very 
great; the Poor were hereby generally employ- 
ed; the Tradeſmen and Merchants lived well, and 
were enabled to pay Taxes; and had they not 
been under an Arbitrary Prince, would have been 
rich, 


Secondly, Not only did the French and other 
Nations, where Manufactures were ſet up, encreaſe 
their Trade, but very many Places more have 
been encouraged to ſet up Woollen Manufactures. 
LIMBURG and VERVERS, and many other 

D 2 Places 
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Places adjacent, are Proofs hereof z where the 
make great Quantities of Broad-Cloths, Says, Shal- 
1zons, and ſundry other 55 Stuffs , all which they 
ſell cheaper by 10 per Cent. or more, than the 
Engliſh do. And there are prodigious Quantities 
to be ſeen in Warehouſes and Shops in Amſterdam; 
and thoſe Dealers ſay, that they are ſerved chea- 
per, and with better Goods, than from England 
and many of them have left off dealing to Eng- 
land for theſe Reaſons. 

Some Gentlemen of my Acquaintance, who are 
Engliſh Manufacturers, ſaw great er of 
theſe Goods at Amſterdam; and they declared to 
me, they were full as good as they could make at 
home: But it muſt be obſerved, they were made, 
at leaſt partly, with 1riſþ and Enghiſh Wool. 
There are alſo in Germany, in or near the Pa- 
latinate, ſundry Places where Woollen Manufa- 
ctures are ſet up. | 

In Switzerland are Durants and Spaniſh Crapes ; a 
noble Branch of Trade once in England, but now loſt. 

In the Dukedom of Berkinfie!d, near Luxemburg, 
at a Town called Berkinfield, is lately ſet up a 
Cloth Manufacture, which is vaſtly encreaſed; for 
the Town has now double the Inhabitanis it had a 
few Years ſince. 

The King of Pruſſia has given great Encou- 
ragement to ſet up Woollen Manufactures; and 
hath prohibited Manufactures of other Nations com- 
ing into his Country ; as have alſo the Danes and 
Swedes, and many other Countries. 

The Truth is, their Advantages are very great; 
for where they make only for home Conſumption, 
they keep all their Money among themſelves, and 
their Poor are employed; and what they export, adds 
to their National Stock every Year. 

| Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, When Manufactures are ſet ap, *tis 
difficult, if not impoſſible, to root them up. 

Indeed we did ſo in Portugal, when that wor- 
thy Gentleman, Mr, Methwin, made that advan- 
tagious Treaty with them, and obtain'd that Con- 
ceſſion from them to leave off making Broad-Cloths; 
but we muſt conſider, the Portugueze have their vaſt 
Mines of Gold, which yearly enrich their People, 
and withal make them lazy, as they do alſo the 
Spaniards : And indeed, ſo it would be with other 
Nations, had they ſuch annual Supplies of Money 
brought home to them. | 

And here I will venture to ſay, that England's 
Gold Mines, which lie in their Woollen Manu- 
factures, were they well improved and encouraged, 
and withal, the Smugling of Wool TOTALLY ſup- 
preſſed, would bring in MoRE WEALTH than the 
Spaniards and Portugueze yearly receive from their 
Gold and Silver Mines. 

But to return to my Argument : When, almoſt, 
was it ever known, that when Manufactures were 
ſet up, they were ever laid down again. 

Holland had no Notion of this gainful Trade, 
until the perſecuted Diſſenters, under the Reigns of 
King James and King Charles the Firſt, fled for 
Refuge among them. 

The Dutch began to apprehend an Advantage 
by teaching their People theſe Arts; and there- 
fore they embraced them and encouraged them, 
by letting them live Rent-free, and free of Taxes, 
at Leyden and at Delft, and this for many Years. 

And ſince that Time they have made a prodi- 
gious Improvement in all their Woollen Manufa- 
Etures, which they*ll never lay down, 
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I come now to ſpeak to the other Part of my 
third Qbſervation, viz. 

To ſhew the fatal Conſequences that will attend 
the Loſ of our foreign Trade, by bringing a gene- 
ral Caiamity upon the Nation: All which proceeds 
from the ſmugling Wool into foreign Parts. And, 


Firſt, A vaſt Number of our Poor having little 
or no Employment, muſt infallibly become a pub- 
lick Charge ; as was before noted. 

They muſt not ſtarve ; the Principles of Huma- 
nity will not allow us to ſuffer that: Who ſhall 
bear this Charge? It muſt be the middliing and 
trading Part of the Nation for a Time; but, theſe 
will find their Buſineſs fo much leſſened by the 
locking up the Manufacturers Hands, that they will 
not be able to do it; and it's more than probable, 
that theſe middiing and trading People, will, in 
Time, be /o far reduced, as to need Relief from 
others. Still the Poor muſt be maintained, and 
the whole Charge muſt center on the Rich. 

And the Gentlemen whoſe Eſtates lie in Mo- 
ney, will find Ways enough to evade it; and as 
our Poors-Rates are generally raiſed by a Pound- 
Rent, the landed Intereſt muſt of Conſequence 
bear the Burden : And Rents will fall; for, where 
there is Scarcity of Money (which will be the 
unavoidable Conſequence of a SToP on our fo- 
reign Trade) all the Produtis of the Earth 
muſt be cheap : So that the Landed Intereſt will, 


in the End, bear the greateſt Part of the Charge in 
relieving the Poor. | 


\ Secondly, Another infallible Conſequence will 
be a Fall in the Price of Wool. 


For 
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For a Proof hereof, I need only appeal to the 
Experience of all Perſons who have been con- 
cerned in the Woollen Manufactures for theſe 
50 Years paſt. 

They know that the Price of Wool has de- 
pended on our foreign Demand; for, when ever a 
Stop has been put to that, Wool has always fal- 
len in Price; and on the contrary, when ever 
there has been a brit Demand for our Manu- 
factures abroad, Wool has immedialely riſen. 

That this is a true Obſervation, I need onl 
ſay, That as there is a conſtant Demand for home 
Conſumption of our Woollen Manufactures, in 
which is wrought up a certain Quantity of Wool, 
which is generally the ſame for, perhaps, 50 Years 
together ; there being very little Difference in any 
one of thoſe Years : So conſequently the Riſe or Fall 
of Wool, does not at all depend on that: And 
therefore it's natural to conclude, the Riſe or 
Fall of Wool muſt proceed from another Cauſe; 
which, as is before obſerved, can proceed from 
nothing but our FoReEIcn DEMAND, except only 
in the Caſe of a general Roz among the Sheep, 
which does not often happen. | 

If it ſhould be objected, that if the Smugling 
of Wool from England and Ireland be ſuppreſſed, 
and we keep all at home, Wool muſt neceſſarily 
fall in Price, 

The Strength of this Objection will be ener- 
vated by conſidering, as has been before ob- 
ſerved, that the Exportation abroad, and the Con- 
ſumption at home, are limitted to certain Bonnds, and 
require only a determinate Quantity of Wool, to 
ſupply their ſeveral Demands. 

And if we will believe what is before aſſerted 
(being too well known) that other Nations a 
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by the Help of our Wool, ENABLED to work u 
in their Manufactures they make and ſell abroad, 
one, two, and three Pounds of their own Wool 
with one Pound of ours, and with theſe Goods 
ſerve thoſe very Markets which we might ſupply, 
and ſhould do, if we prevented our Wool being car- 
ried to them ;, for they frequently own, they can- 
NoT do wir Hour it: 

What can be more plain, than that we ſhall, 
by an Encreaſe of our Demand, work up that 
very Quantity which we ſuffer them to have from 
us? And I dare be bold to ſay, We ſhall not 
only work up that very Wool which they have 
from us, but ſo much more than that as amounts 
to the Quantity of their Wool mixed with ours 3 
becauſe, as they will be prevented ſupplying thoſe 
Markets with eme of their own Wool mixed with 
ours, the Demand, at thoſe Markets, ſtill calling 
for ſuch a certain Quantity of Wool wrought up in 
the ſeveral Manufactures proper for them, we 
ſhall have a Demand for all our Wool growing 
in Britain and Ireland too, and, perhaps, ſhall be 
obliged to import Wool from other Parts to ſup- 
Ny our Demands. | 


Thirdly, Another ill Conſequence of the Loſs of 
our foreign Trade, by which our Poor, many 
Thouſands of them, will be unemploy'd, will be 
the Corruption of their Manners. 

For, while People are employ'd, they are kept 


from the Debaucheries to which idle Perſons are e- 
poſed. And we may obſerve, That the Generality 
of our Criminals, executed or tranſported, are Per- 
ſons who follow no honeſt Employment. | 
Beſides, when once Perſons have gotten a Ha- 
bit of Idleneſs, it's difficult, and almoſt * 
E; 
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ble to bring them to labour at their Callings 
again: Too ſad a Proof hereof we might lately 
obſerve, in the Multitudes of unhappy Wretches 
who laid many Years in Priſon, by the Cruelty 
of their inexorable Creditors ; but were deliver'd 
by the late Act of Grace. 
What vaſt Numbers of them are to be ſeen in 
London, and moſt of the Towns in England, beg- 
ing their Bread from Door to Door, rather than 
Rilow their former Imployments ! 

Some of them, indeed, deſerve to be pitied ; 
who have ſuffered ſo great Hardſhips by long Im- 
priſonment, that they are lame, or have contract- 
ed ſuch ill Habits of Body, as have rendered 
them uſeleſs. 

But to return to our former Argument. If it 
be aſked, by what Method ſhall we prevent this 
growing Evil of Smugling Wool? the following 
Scheme is humbly propoſed. 


Firſt, To lay an Exciſe or Duty on all Woo! 
growing in Great Britain: 

And on all Wool imported from Spain: 

And on all Wool and Tarn, imported from Ire- 

land; of four Pence per Pound Weight, from the 
Sheeps Back; or as ſhorn. 
Let Bond be given by the Growers, to pay 
the Duty in wo Payments, viz. half the 25th of 
December following ; the other Halt the 24th of 
June following. 


Secondiy, Allow a Bounty of nine Pence per Ib. 
Weight on Woollen Goods exported. 

Let Debenters for, or on Goods exported, be 
received as Money, by the Collectors for the Duty 
charged. | 

E Thus 
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Thus we may make our Goods for foreign Mar. 
kets 12 per Cent. cheaper than we formerly did. 

And Foreigners, if any of our Wool | ſhould 
be ſmugled to them, muſt pay 44. per Pound, or 
41. per Pack more than they now do; which will 
make. their Goods dearer by 10 per Cent. to them 
than they now are. | 

This Duty on Wool may be collected with very 
little or no Charge to the Government, if it be put 
into the Exciſe- Office. 1 

And the Method taken may be, viz. 


Firſt, Let no Perſon (under a Penalty) ſhear 
any Sheep without a Permit, in which muſt be 
ſpecified the Number of Sheep to be horn, 


Secondly, No Sheep to be ſhorn but in the Pre- 
ſence of two Exciſe-Officers, who ſhall enter the 
Weight, and then take Bond of the. Growers 
for the Duty. 


Thirdly, No Felmonger ſhall take in Skins 
without an Officer; who ſhall take the Number, 
and afterwards fee the Wool weighed, and take 
Bond for the Duty. ” 

The Shearing Seaſon being when the Malting 
Seaſon is generally over, there may be half the 
Officers, out of all the great Towns and Cities, 
deputed for this Service. | 

No Wool muſt be delivered by the Growers 
without a Permit ; which Permit muſt be deliver- 
ed into the Exciſe-Office at London (by the Off- 
cer who receives it from the Wool-buyer) where 
an Account mult be kept with the Grower. 

And farther, to prevent Frauds, a Superviſor 
may, at any Time, ſurvey and weigh over the 
Stock in hand of any Grower, A 
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A Penalty to be inflicted on all Growers, in 
whoſe Poſſeſſion ſhall be found any Wool, for 
which Bond is not given. 

All Warehouſes of Growers muſt be entered at 
the Office, marked and numbered ; and an Ac- 
count kept by the Officer of all Wool laid therein, 
and of all Wool delivered out. 

And to prevent Frauds by Exporters of Woollen 
Goods, by taking out Debenters, and afterwards 
relanding the fame Goods, 

An Officer muſt be appointed by the Govern- 
ment, at the ſeveral Markets abroad, who ſhall 
have from the Cuſtom-houſe, Duplicates of the 
ſeveral Entrie? made of Goods ſo exported to 
thoſe feveal Markets; which Officers ſhall ſend 
Certificates back to thoſe Cuſtom-houſes, from 
whence thoſe Goods were exported 3 for which 
they ſhall be impowered to receive one Shilling 
Sterling, per hundred Weight, of thoſe Perſons 
to whom thoſe Goods are conſigned ; which will 
be no Charge to the Government, and will pre- 
vent Frauds in the Exporters of thoſe Woollen 
Gas 7 

This Tax on Wool would be the moſt Equitable; and 
it would be univerſally Beneficial, The Landlord, the 
Grower, and the ſeveral Manufacturers employed in 
it, and all other Tradeſmen, would ſhare in the Ad- 
vantages that would accrue by a flouriſhing Trade. 

Thus all our Poor might be employ'd, and more 


if we had them; and the Nation would grow rich. 


All our Increaſe in Wealth is owing to the 
Exportation of our Products, both Natural and Ar- 
tificial, eſpecially the latter; becauſe Yool, which 
is one of our Natural Products, being but one 
fifth Part of the Value of our Manufactures, 
one With another, every thouſand Pounds worth 
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manufactured and exported to foreign Parts, brings 
us home five thouſand Pounds. WEE. 

This therefore certainly is the Mos r VALUABLE 
Branca of our Engliiſþ Trade: And I prove it 
thus; 72 | 

That whatever is exported, is returned home 
in Goods, which we cannot be without, or in 
Money : If in Money, then ſo much as is returned 
for it annually, that very ſame is an Addition to 
the National Stock; and you have ſo much Money 
more among you to improve in Trade, than you had 
in the preceding, Year. I only add, Foreigners 
pay the Wages of our Poor. IT 

Were we to deal for 30 Millions a Year, in any 
Products, Natural or Artificial, which were con- 
ſumed at home; though every Body concern'd in 
them, and through whoſe Hands they paſs'd, 
would get Money by them, and Money would 
circulate; yet at the Year's End, conſider'd as a 
Nation, you have not one Penny MORE STOCK: 
to employ in Trade, than you had when you be- 
gan.that Year. MOT 
But as was ſaid before, whatever of your Pro- 
ducts, whether Natural or Artificial, are ſold in 
foreign Markets; the Produce thereof is juſt ſo much 
ADDITIONAL STOCK to the Nation. 


TIS 


THE SEVERAL 


METHODS 


USED FOR 


Smugling Wool 


FROM 


E NG L AN D. 


ROM London vaſt Quantities of Wool 
have been ſhipped off in Hogſheads 
or Pipes, as Wine. | 

They have an Engine to ſcrew it in, 
aand with Lead make it near as heavy 

as a Hogſhead or Pipe of Wine. 8 

They give it in at the Cuſtom-houſe as Red- 

Port Wines for Southampton, and take out a Coaſt 

Cocquet. 3 | 


This Wool they deliver at Havre de Grace or 


Boloign, and there put into the ſame Hog ſheads or 


Pipes French Wines; which they carry 10 South- 
N „„ ampion, 
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ampion, and deliver there by virtue of that Coat 
Cocquet 3 and after ſome time, thoſe French Wines 
are, by another Coaſt Cocquet, ſent from * 
ampton to London. 

They have their Correſpondents fixed in every 
Place, who provide every Thing ready, and give 
them immediate diſpatch; their Maſters and Men 
are, they ſay, truſty Fellows, and frequently do it, 
and make no difficulty of it. This was armed to 
me to be à general Pragiice 

They often Ship from London great Quank- 
ties of 1riſþ Jarn, in Caſes, for other Woollen 
Goods. 

They alſo Ship it in Bales, packed up as 
Cloths; and a Merchant, in Holland, told me he 
received ſundry Parcels from London in about fix 
Months time. 

A Gentleman told me, there wete vaſt Quanti- 
ties of Wool carried from Bermondſey-ſtreet, South- 
wark, to France. Their Method is this: 

They take out a Coaſt Cocquet for Southamp- 
ion, wherein Number and Mark of each Pack 
is expreſſed; this they carry directly for France, 
generally to Havre de Grace; then they take back, 
on Board, ihe ſame empty Pack- cloths, and go 
for Guernſy, or Jetſy, where theſe ſame Pack- clotbhs 
are immediately Hiled with the Skirts of Fleece 
IVoel; and there alſo they put into the middle ot 
thoſe Packs, Paduaſoys, jus Cal and other Sit 
and valuable Goods, which they: brought from France. 
to Jerſy: And this Wool being in the ſame Pack- 
cloths, with the ſame Numbers and Marks as afore- 
faid, they carry to Southampton, where they are 
delivered, by virtue of the foreſaid Coaft Coc- 
quet, as the Wool which they took in at London; 
afterwards, the ſaid Silk, and other Goods brought 

: in 
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in ſhe joe Packs, are tranſported to London in Bales 
of Woollen Cloth, by Land-carriage. 
This Gentleman told me, he was once concern- 
ed this Way, and by the Wool and Silks he 
faved. 2001, for his Share. 
' Heſaid, the Wool ſent from Bermondſey-ſtreet, is 
of the beſt Wool of England, which the French 
uſe in making fine Broad-Cloths. 
Another Way of Smugling Wool, is by ſcrew- 
ig it into Sugar Hogſheads, and putting Tallow 
at each End about eight or nine Inches deep, and 
Shipping it off as other Goods. 
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A 


Shton's Menjorias: Or, an authentick 
A Acco i of the Kean, e Adventures, and 
ſignal Deliverances of Mr. Philip Aſhton ; who, 
der he had made his Eſcape "> the Pirates, 
lived alone on a deſolate Iſland for about 16 Months, 
Sc. With a ſhort Account of Mr. Nicholas Merrett, 
who was taken at the ſame Time. To which 1s 
added a Sermon on Dan. iii. 17. by John Barnerd, 
V. D. M. 

2. Divine and Moral Songs for the Uſe of Chil- 
dren; the former by 1. Waits, D. D. the latter 
by another Hand. With a Recommendatory E- 
piſtle by the Rev. Dr. Watts. 

An Hiſtorical Eſſay on the State of Phyſick 
in the Old and New Teſtament, and the Apocry- 
phal Interval; with a particular Account of the 
Caſes mentionened in Scripture, and Obſervations 
upon them. By Fonathan Harle, M. D. 
ma Caveat againſt Infidelity: By 41, Watts, 


A Vindication of Three of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's Miracles, viz. The Raiſing of Fairus's 
Daughter; the Widow of Nain's Son; and Laza- 
rus, In Anſwer to the Objections of Mr. Wool. 
ſton's Fifth Diſcourſe of our Saviour's Miracles. 
By Nathaniel Lardner. The Second Edition. 

6. A ſhort Catechiſm; wherein the Principles 
of the Chriſtian Religion are taught in the Words 
of the ſacred Scriptures themſelves. By Benjamin 
Stinlon. The Second Edition. 


